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The Major and Minor Prophets is a collection of books within the Christian Old Testament compiled from
the writings of notable ancient Hebrew authors known as prophets. This section of the Christian Bible follows the section of the Jewish
Bible known as the Latter Prophets which features a nearly identical list of books with the exception of Daniel and Lamentations (these
two books are found in a different section of the Jewish Bible). The Latter Prophets, together with the Former Prophets (Joshua, Judges,
Samuel & Kings), form the division of the Jewish Bible called the Nevi'im (Prophets). Prophets are distinct from other Biblical authors in
that their writings center around oracles, laments, visions, proclamations, and warnings that have less emphasis on narrative or
chronology and more emphasis on God's direct message to his people. Promises of hope, judgment of sin, future restoration, God's
sovereignty, and the end of days are all common themes found in prophetic literature. In their day a prophet was a highly respected
religious figure who acted as the mouthpiece of God to the Tribes of Israel and neighboring countries. A prophet was a frequent visitor
to both the courts of kings and to the streets of villagers.
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Following the reign of Solomon the nation of israel divided |
into two kingdoms. The Northern Kingdom retained the
name Israel and made Samaria the capital. The Southern
Kingdom came to be be known as Judah and possessed the
city of Jerusalem as its capital. Because the temple remained
in Jerusalem the majority of the prophets centered their
ministry in Judah.
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Nineveh
- Assyria

When did they prophesy?

The books of the prophets cover a time span from about 800
BC to about 400 BC. In 586 BC the Babylonians completed the
conquest of Israel and Judah that started in 597 BC and led
the captive Israelites away to Babylon. After almost 60 years
in captivity the Jews were released by the Persian King,
Cyrus, to return to their homeland and rebuild Jerusalem.
Many of the prophets provide very specific dates for their
years of active ministry by mentioning contemporary rulers.
Others are more difficult to pinpoint, but clues can often be
found in their subject matter.

Timeline

All dates approximate
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Micah Handout
Introductory Issues:

· Author: Micah (1:1)
· Date: 730-670BC “reign of Jotham, 
Ahaz, and Hezekiah” (1:1)
· Purpose/Message: To proclaim to all Israel 
its sins, using Assyrian invasion in North as 
evidence of coming judgment and to 
encourage repentance. (3:8=key verse)
Background:

· 2 Kings 15:32-20:21; 2 Chronicles ch. 27-32
· Jotham:
· “did what was right in eyes of Lord” 
· coregent with son, Ahaz in latter years
· when offered a treaty with Syro-Ephraimitic coalition (Northern kingdom of Israel, in league with Syria), rejected treaty, Ahaz requested help from Assyrians
· result: war between northern and southern kingdom
· Ahaz:
· militarily failed in battle war with northern kingdom and left Judah crumbling
· When Assyrians finally attacked, Ahaz plundered the temple to pay them off
· sacrificed son to false God
· “walked in the ways of the kings of Israel” (2 Kgs 16:3)
· Hezekiah:
· “Did right in the eyes of the Lord” 
· Defended Judah against Assyrian attack from Shalmaneser V (727-722BC) where Northern Kingdom fell to him and Sargon
· Became sole regent in 715 and purified temple, offered sacrifices for people. 
· Destroyed Bronze serpent of Moses (which had become an idolatrous symbol)
· during Sennachrib’s (Assyrian king after Sargon) campaign which destroyed 46 Judean cities, famously including Lachish, Hezekiah prayed and God struck down 185,000 Assyrians in single night before they could pillage Jerusalem
Micah Distinctives:

· Mini Isaiah
· Prophesied naked (1:8) (As did Isaiah and Ezekiel) to lament the destruction coming from Assyria
· Key quotations and Messianic moments
· 4:1-5; 5:2; 6:6-8
· Quoted by other prophets, even in exile 100 years later (cf. Jer 26:18)
I. Oracle Concerning Iniquity and Sin (1-2)
A. Introduction (1:1)
B. Indictment and Judgment against the People (1:2-2:11)
1. The coming of the Lord (1:2-5)
2. The Condemnation on Israel (1:6-16)
3. The Woe against Evildoers (2:1-11)
C. Hope for the people (2:12-13)
· “I will surely gather the remnant of Israel. I will put them together like sheep in the fold;” (2:12)
·  “They break out, pass through the gate and go out by it. So their king goes on before them, And the Lord at their head.” (2:13)
· Who and what is being described? 
II. Oracle Concerning Leaders and Kingdom (3-5)
A. Indictment and judgment against the leaders (ch 3)
B. Hope for the Lord’s Leadership and Restoration (ch 4-5)
1. The Elevation of Jerusalem (4:1-5)
2. The Restoration of the Nation (4:6-8)
3. Events preceding the coming Kingdom (4:9-5:6)
4. The Characteristics of the Coming Kingdom (5:7-15)
· Indictment on rulers (3:1-4)
· Indictment on false Prophets (3:5-8)
· “On the other hand, I am filled with Power” (v8)
· Indictment on leaders who kill and corrupt and extort, and at the same time say “The Lord is with us” (3:9-12)
· “On your account Zion will be plowed like a field” (v12)
· “Jerusalem will be a heap of ruin and the temple mount will become a high place of forest” (v12)
· When was this prophecy fulfilled?
· “It will come about in the last days…” (4:1)
· Jerusalem chief mountain (v1)
· nations will come to Jerusalem to walk in God’s ways (v2)
· Law/Word of Lord will come from Zion (v2)
· YHWH will judge for the nations (v3)
· Swords beat into plowshares, spears > pruning hooks (v4)
· no war (v3)
· no fear (v4)
· walk in the name of YHWH our God forever (v5) 
· “In that day…” (4:6)
· gather the lame and the remnant (v7)
· kingship for the daughter of Jerusalem (v8)
· “Why do you cry aloud? Is there no king in you?” (4:9)
· “You shall go to Babylon” (4:10)
· ”…There you shall be rescued. There YHWH will redeem you from your enemies” (4:10)
· Nations will gather against you, but I’m in charge (4:11-13)
· “They will gather as sheaves to the threshing floor” (v12)
· ”But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel whose coming forth is from ancient days” (5:2)
· read 5:3-5 What does this sound like?
· “We will raise seven shepherds and eight princes of men” (5:5)
· “They shall shepherd the land of Assyria with the sword and the land of Nimrod at its entrances”(5:6)
· Read 5:10-15, what time period is being described? 
III. Oracle Concerning Idolatry (6)
· “Hear now what the lord is saying…” (6:1)
· God recounts his faithfulness (v3-5)
· God expresses what pleases him (v7-8)
·  Promise of Judgment
· “The statutes of Omri And all the works of the house of Ahab are observed; And in their devices you walk. Therefore I will give you up for destruction And your inhabitants for derision, And you will bear the reproach of My people.” (v16)
IV. Lament then Hope for the Nation (7)
· Micah Laments (7:1-6)
· “Woe is me, for I am like a fruit-picker with no ripe fruit!”  (v1-2)
· “The best of them is like a briar” (v4)
· “A man’s enemies are the men of his own household” (v6)
· Hope: Confident expectation based on Promise of God. (7:7-20)
·  “But as for me, I will watch expectantly for the LORD; I will wait for the God of my salvation. My God will hear me.” (v7)
· Read 18-20. What two things are promised and why does Micah rely on them? 
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