For the past two decades the music of Gloria and Bill Gaither has greatly enriched evangelical hymnody. The one number that has especially highlighted the Gaither’s ministry is a song that reflects their own philosophy of life—“the resurrection principle in the daily routines of life” – “Because He Lives.” Bill Gaither recalls the circumstances that prompted the writing of this song, which was voted by the Gospel Music Association and by ASCAP as the “Gospel Song of the Year for 1974:”

“We wrote ‘Because He Lives’ after a period of time when we had had a kind of dry spell and hadn’t written any songs for a while… Also at the end of the 1960’s, when our country was going through some great turmoil with the height of the drug culture and the whole ‘God Is Dead’ theory which was running wild in our country and also at the peak of the Vietnam War, our little son was born, —Benjy— at least Gloria was expecting him. And I can remember at the time we thought, ‘Brother, this is really a poor time to bring a child into the world.’ At times we were even quite discouraged by the whole thing. And then Benjy did come. We had two little girls whom we love very much, but this was our first son, and so that lyric came to us, ‘How sweet to hold our new-born baby and feel the pride and joy he gives, but better still the calm assurance that this child can face uncertain days because Christ lives.’ And it gave us the courage to say ‘Because Christ lives we can face tomorrow’ and keep our heads high, hopefully that could be of meaning to other people. 

“It’s rather interesting now that, although we don’t consider ourselves as ‘old’ writers, we’ve had many people tell us they have used that song at a funeral of a loved one; and it has been very encouraging to them, at a time when they were very discouraged. So evidently a lot of people have shared the same kind of experience of being discouraged.”

Bill Gaither began his career teaching English, literature and journalism, in 1959, in his home town of Alexandria, Indiana. There he met Gloria Sickal, who taught French and English in the same high school. They began singing “Gaither music” in churches in the area and, in 1962, were united in marriage. Gloria and Bill both left the teaching profession in 1967 to pursue a full-time ministry of writing, recording albums, of which there are now more than thirty, and performing approximately fifty concerts a year. Today Bill also presides over several businesses, which have been a natural outgrowth of the creative phenomena found in the lives and ministries of the Gaithers. These include a recording studio, a music distribution company, and a printing plant. 

When asked what he desired from the Lord for their future, Bill replied: “I hope He will help us to keep open as we grow older. I have been disappointed in the past by some of our Christian leaders who became closeminded to new ideas in presenting the gospel. I hope we can always remain open to different new ways of doing, or of preaching and singing the gospel. Hopefully, what we are doing is not only preparing people to spend eternity with the Lord, but even preparing them to enjoy it more with Him.” 
*Take from 101 More Hymn Stories by Kenneth Osbeck


