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The Major and Minor Prophets is a collection of books within the Christian Old Testament compiled from
the writings of notable ancient Hebrew authors known as prophets. This section of the Christian Bible follows the section of the Jewish
Bible known as the Latter Prophets which features a nearly identical list of books with the exception of Daniel and Lamentations (these
two books are found in a different section of the Jewish Bible). The Latter Prophets, together with the Former Prophets (Joshua, Judges,
Samuel & Kings), form the division of the Jewish Bible called the Nevi'im (Prophets). Prophets are distinct from other Biblical authors in
that their writings center around oracles, laments, visions, proclamations, and warnings that have less emphasis on narrative or
chronology and more emphasis on God's direct message to his people. Promises of hope, judgment of sin, future restoration, God's
sovereignty, and the end of days are all common themes found in prophetic literature. In their day a prophet was a highly respected
religious figure who acted as the mouthpiece of God to the Tribes of Israel and neighboring countries. A prophet was a frequent visitor
to both the courts of kings and to the streets of villagers.
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Following the reign of Solomon the nation of israel divided |
into two kingdoms. The Northern Kingdom retained the
name Israel and made Samaria the capital. The Southern
Kingdom came to be be known as Judah and possessed the
city of Jerusalem as its capital. Because the temple remained
in Jerusalem the majority of the prophets centered their
ministry in Judah.
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Nineveh
- Assyria

When did they prophesy?

The books of the prophets cover a time span from about 800
BC to about 400 BC. In 586 BC the Babylonians completed the
conquest of Israel and Judah that started in 597 BC and led
the captive Israelites away to Babylon. After almost 60 years
in captivity the Jews were released by the Persian King,
Cyrus, to return to their homeland and rebuild Jerusalem.
Many of the prophets provide very specific dates for their
years of active ministry by mentioning contemporary rulers.
Others are more difficult to pinpoint, but clues can often be
found in their subject matter.

Timeline

All dates approximate
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Nahum Handout
Introductory Issues:

· Author: Nahum (1:1)
· nahum = “Comfort”
· from Elkosh, likely an ancient a name 
for Capernaum (caper nahum = “city of 
comfort”) name possibly changed later 
to honor the prophet’s home town
· Date: 663-650 BC 
· Purpose/Message: To foretell the sure coming 
destruction of Nineveh and demonstrate to Judah 
its need to repent of its wickedness. 
Background:

· Kings of Judah (2 Kings 2-22; 2 Chron 33-34)
· Manasseh: (696-642 BC)
· Manasseh succeeds Hezekiah and does evil in the sight of the lord (Probably most evil king of Judah)
· rebuilds all temples and high-places to Baal, consults spiritists and mediums, sacrificed his son to pagan gods
· Deported to Babylon by Ashurbanipal 647BC. “on hooks and bound with bronze” 
· in Babylon, repented, and God returned him to Jerusalem. 
· Tore down his idols and places of worship and died in God’s favor  
· Amon: (642-640 BC)
· succeeds his father Manasseh and reverses his repentance.
· establishes high places of idolatry
· assassinated by his servants who were executed by the people
· Josiah: (640-609 BC)
· Good king, though reforms didn’t begin until 12th year of reign. 
· Kings of Assyria
· Sennacherib (705-681 BC)
· leads campaign against Judah, but fails at last minute to take Judah (because Hezekiah prayed to God, 2 Kings 18)
· Returns and establishes Nineveh as Assyrian capital. Beefs it up.
· Destroyed the city of Babylon in 689 BC after Elamite rebellion
· murdered in Nineveh by his two sons (fulfilling Isaiah 37:7; in 2 kings 19:37)
· Esarhaddon: (681-669 BC)
· Son of Sennacherib regains and rebuilds Babylon
· Invades Egypt and conquers Memphis
· City rebels when Pharaoh (Tirhakah)returns from Thebes
· Ashurbanipal: (668-627 BC)
· Son of Esarhaddon, recaptures Memphis and sacks Thebes (663)
· Toward end of reign, a series Elamite, Arabian, Aramean, and Babylonian revolts and Assyria crumbles under his sons. Nineveh falls to Babylon and its allies in 612 BC.
I. A Psalm of Destruction (ch 1)
· What do verses 2 and 3 remind you of? 
· cf. Ex 19:16; 20:5; 34:6; Deut 32:35, 41
· “From you has gone forth one who plotted evil…” (v11)
· Who is the “you”? Who is the one who plotted evil?
· Think through and try to identify all of the pronouns in verses 12-13
· What is Judah’s proper response to this news?
· cf. v15, Isaiah 40:9 
II. A Picture of Destruction (ch 2)
· “The one who scatters has come up against you”(v1)
· Who is “the one who scatters” and who is “you”? 
· “The Lord will restore the splendor of Jacob like the splendor of Israel, even though…” (v2)
· Who is the “he” in verses 3-4 and is it the same as the “he” in verse 5? What is being described? 
· “Though Nineveh was like a pool of water... now they are fleeing” (v8)
· “She is emptied. She is desolate” (v10)
· “I will cut off your prey from the land and no longer will your voice be heard.” (v13)
III. The Reason for the Destruction (ch 3)
· read verses 1-3 and picture it. 
· What is the reason for the destruction in verses 1-3? (cf. v4) Who is the harlot? 
· “I will lift up your skirt over your face and show to the nations your nakedness… your disgrace” (v5)
· “Are you better than Thebes?... but she went into captivity” (v8, 10)
· “the fire will consume...” (v15) 
· The destruction is great and detailed. 
· “For on whom has not come your unending evil?” (v19)
