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The Major and Minor Prophets is a collection of books within the Christian Old Testament compiled from
the writings of notable ancient Hebrew authors known as prophets. This section of the Christian Bible follows the section of the Jewish
Bible known as the Latter Prophets which features a nearly identical list of books with the exception of Daniel and Lamentations (these
two books are found in a different section of the Jewish Bible). The Latter Prophets, together with the Former Prophets (Joshua, Judges,
Samuel & Kings), form the division of the Jewish Bible called the Nevi'im (Prophets). Prophets are distinct from other Biblical authors in
that their writings center around oracles, laments, visions, proclamations, and warnings that have less emphasis on narrative or
chronology and more emphasis on God's direct message to his people. Promises of hope, judgment of sin, future restoration, God's
sovereignty, and the end of days are all common themes found in prophetic literature. In their day a prophet was a highly respected
religious figure who acted as the mouthpiece of God to the Tribes of Israel and neighboring countries. A prophet was a frequent visitor
to both the courts of kings and to the streets of villagers.
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Following the reign of Solomon the nation of israel divided |
into two kingdoms. The Northern Kingdom retained the
name Israel and made Samaria the capital. The Southern
Kingdom came to be be known as Judah and possessed the
city of Jerusalem as its capital. Because the temple remained
in Jerusalem the majority of the prophets centered their
ministry in Judah.
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When did they prophesy?

The books of the prophets cover a time span from about 800
BC to about 400 BC. In 586 BC the Babylonians completed the
conquest of Israel and Judah that started in 597 BC and led
the captive Israelites away to Babylon. After almost 60 years
in captivity the Jews were released by the Persian King,
Cyrus, to return to their homeland and rebuild Jerusalem.
Many of the prophets provide very specific dates for their
years of active ministry by mentioning contemporary rulers.
Others are more difficult to pinpoint, but clues can often be
found in their subject matter.

Timeline

All dates approximate
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Zephaniah Handout
Introductory Issues:

· Author: Zephaniah (1:1)
· Zephaniah= “Yahweh hides” 
· Descendant of King Hezekiah
· Date: “In the days of Josiah” 
· approx. 630 B.C.
· likely before Josiah’s reforms
· Purpose: To remind Judah about the coming 
Day of the Lord and cause repentance before 
their destruction.
Background: *See Nahum and Habakkuk Handouts

Text:
I. The Day of the Lord (1:1-18)
· Introduction (1:1-6)
· “I will utterly sweep away everything…” (v2)
· cf. 3:8 – Inclusio
· “I will cut off the remnant of Baal” (v4)
· “The Day of the Lord is near” (v7)
· What day is being mentioned?
· “The lord has prepared a sacrifice and consecrated his guests” (v7)...
· “On the day of the sacrifice”:
· punish the officials (v8)
· punish everyone who leaps over the threshold (fill the temple with fraud)(v9)
· wail from fish gate and Second quarter (v10)
· “All who weigh out silver are cut off” (v11)
· “I will search jerusalem with lamps” (v12)
· What does this mean?
· “I will punish them men who are complacent” (v12)
· Why those men? Why not the men who are evil? 
· “The Great Day of the Lord is near” 
· is this different from “the Day of the Lord”?
· Read verses 15-18. What time period is being described? 
II. Judgment on the Nations (2:1-3:8)

· A call to repentance (v2:1-3)
· Philistia: (2:4-7)
· Gaza, Askelon, Ashdod, Ekron Cherithites
· “The seacoast shall become the possession of the remnant of the house of Judah” (v7)
· What remnant? 

· Descendants of Lot: (2:8-11)
· Moab, Ammon
· “shall become like Sodom… and Gomorrah” (v9)
· Cushites: I.e. Egypt/Ethiopia (v12)

· Assyria: (v13-15)
· ”will make Nineveh a desolation” (v13) 
· (cf. Nahum)
· “Woe to… the oppressing city” (3:1-8)
· doesn’t listen (v1)
· doesn’t trust YHWH (v2)
· officials are roaring lions (v3)
· judges are wolves (v3)
· prophets are fickle/treacherous (v4)
· YHWH within her is righteous … but the unjust knows no shame (v5)
· received warnings and rebukes from God, but didn’t heed (v7)
· message: “Therefore wait for me” declares YHWH (v8)
· What is verse 8 describing? 
III. Salvation in the Day of the Lord (3:9-20)
· “At that time…” (v9)
· At what time? 
· “All of them may call upon the name of YHWH and serve him with one accord” (v9)
· “From beyond the river cush my worshippers... shall bring my offering’ (v10)
· Who are these worshippers?
· “Those left in Israel shall seek refuge in the name of YHWH” (v12)
· “Sing aloud… YHWH has taken away the judgments against you” (v15)
· ”The King of Israel, YHWH, is in your midst” (v15)
· What period is being described?
· “On that day it...” (v16)
· On what day? 
· “... when I restore your fortunes before your eyes” (v20)
