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The Major and Minor Prophets is a collection of books within the Christian Old Testament compiled from
the writings of notable ancient Hebrew authors known as prophets. This section of the Christian Bible follows the section of the Jewish
Bible known as the Latter Prophets which features a nearly identical list of books with the exception of Daniel and Lamentations (these
two books are found in a different section of the Jewish Bible). The Latter Prophets, together with the Former Prophets (Joshua, Judges,
Samuel & Kings), form the division of the Jewish Bible called the Nevi'im (Prophets). Prophets are distinct from other Biblical authors in
that their writings center around oracles, laments, visions, proclamations, and warnings that have less emphasis on narrative or
chronology and more emphasis on God's direct message to his people. Promises of hope, judgment of sin, future restoration, God's
sovereignty, and the end of days are all common themes found in prophetic literature. In their day a prophet was a highly respected
religious figure who acted as the mouthpiece of God to the Tribes of Israel and neighboring countries. A prophet was a frequent visitor
to both the courts of kings and to the streets of villagers.
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Following the reign of Solomon the nation of israel divided |
into two kingdoms. The Northern Kingdom retained the
name Israel and made Samaria the capital. The Southern
Kingdom came to be be known as Judah and possessed the
city of Jerusalem as its capital. Because the temple remained
in Jerusalem the majority of the prophets centered their
ministry in Judah.
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When did they prophesy?

The books of the prophets cover a time span from about 800
BC to about 400 BC. In 586 BC the Babylonians completed the
conquest of Israel and Judah that started in 597 BC and led
the captive Israelites away to Babylon. After almost 60 years
in captivity the Jews were released by the Persian King,
Cyrus, to return to their homeland and rebuild Jerusalem.
Many of the prophets provide very specific dates for their
years of active ministry by mentioning contemporary rulers.
Others are more difficult to pinpoint, but clues can often be
found in their subject matter.

Timeline

All dates approximate
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Zechariah Handout 3
Introductory Issues:

· Author: Zechariah (1:1) “YHWH Remembers”

· “Son of Iddo” cf. Neh 12:4, 16

· Priest who returned with Zerubbabel 

· Zechariah is both prophet and priest

· Liberal scholars began claiming multiple 
authors to Zechariah in the 17th century 
citing style and historical differences 
between 1-8 and 9-14
· Date: First 8 visions- February 15, 519 BC (1:1-6)
· Audience: Post-exilic Jews who are rebuilding the 
temple under his, and Haggai’s, prophetic encouragement.
· Purpose/Message: To encourage the rebuilding of the temple and give hope concerning future domination of Israel over world powers. 

Background:

** See “Background section of “Haggai Handout.”

Text:
I. 8 Symbolic Visions (Ch 1-6) (On Handout 1)
II. 4 Explanatory Messages (Ch 7-8)

III. 2 Oracles (Ch 9-14) 

Oracle 1:  (9:1-11:17)

· Geographical Judgment 9:1-8
· Read verses 7-8. What is being described? 
· The Coming King 9:9-17
· Read verses 9 and 10. Have they both happened yet?
· Read verses 11-14. Name all the people groups or individuals and what they are doing. 
· What is the “waterless pit” and who was there?
· What is happening in verses 15-17?
· The future of Israel vs Surrounding Nations 10:1-11:3
· Explain verses 3-5. 
· “I will save the house of Joseph and I will bring them back” (v7)
· What time period is being described in verses 8-10?
· What awaits the other nations? 
· An Allegorical Shepherding 11:4-17
· 4-14:
· who are the “players”
· what is the point?
· What analogies stand out?
· 15-17
· Same questions
Oracle 2:  (12:1-14:21)

· Future Jerusalem (12:1-13:9)
· Jerusalem in relation to the nations (12:1-12:9)
· Sin, Forgiveness, and Mourning (12:10-13:1)
· False Prophets Ashamed (13:2-6)
· The Purification of his People (13:7-9)
· The Return of the King (14)
· Jerusalem’s Destruction (v1-2)
· The Lord’s Return Fire (v3-5)
· No Night There (v6-11)
· The Nations in “That” time (v11-21)
