Songwriter Stuart Townend was born in 1963 and grew up as the youngest of four children in a Christian family in West Yorkshire, England, where his father was a vicar in the Church of England. The Townend family always enjoyed music, and young Stuart began to play the piano at the age of seven. 

Written in 2002, “In Christ Alone” was a collaborative effort between Townend and fellow songwriter (and now good friend) Keith Getty. “The song came about in an unusual way,” Townend explains. “Keith and I met in the autumn of 2000 at a worship event, and we resolved to try to work together on some songs. A few weeks later Keith sent some melody ideas, and the first one on the CD was a magnificent, haunting melody that I loved, and immediately started writing down some lyrical ideas on what I felt should be a timeless theme commensurate with the melody. So the theme of the life, death, resurrection of Christ, and the implications of that for us just began to tumble out, and when we got together later on to fine tune it, we felt we had encapsulated what we wanted to say.”

Townend and Getty both admit they are motivated by the idea of capturing biblical truth in songs and hymns that will not only cause people to express their worship in church, but will build them up in their Christian lives.

Since its initial creation, several versions of “In Christ Alone” have been recorded by artists around the world, and Townend admits to having a few favorites. “The one that always moves me most is when we recorded it with a congregation of 8,000 at the Stoneleigh Bible Week in England a couple of years ago. When we finish the third verse, about the resurrection of Christ, there’s an extraordinary burst of praise from the congregation that at the time was overwhelming, and listening back still sends a shiver down my spine.”

“In Christ Alone” was the very first collaboration between Townend and Getty. In fact, it was Townend’s first collaboration with any other songwriter. But it was an experience he found to be very fruitful and well worth the effort. 
Keith and Kristyn Getty are from Nothern Ireland and are founding owners of “Getty Music” a label committed to reinvigorating the love of modern hymns in the church. Their other most well-known songs are “By Faith” “He Will Hold Me Fast” “Lift High the Name of Jesus” and “Speak O Lord.” 
Both writers are committed to communicating theological truth rooted in the gospel for the building up of the church world-wide for ages to come. 

*taken largely from https://www.crosswalk.com/church/worship/song-story-in-christ-alone-1275127.html


