Born in Ireland in 1868, John Ralston Clements immigrated to the United States at age two and grew up in Liberty New York. He became a successful grocer, but the trajectory of his life changed when he was baptized by the evangelist Dwight L. Moody in 1886. Clements later became the first president of Davis College, which was then called “Practical Bible College,” a training school for Baptist evangelists. He led the school from the time of its inception in a simple classroom on 47 Harrison Street, until 1914, when the school moved permanently to Johnson City New York. He is said to have written over 5,000 hymn texts, but few have survived to the present day. Nothing is known about the circumstances that produced the text of this hymn, “No Night There,” but it is clearly heavily influenced by the book of Revelation, chapter 21.
The tune was composed by Hart Pease Danks, who was born at New Haven, CT, on Apr. 6, 1834, but as a boy moved with his family to Saratoga Springs, NY, where he studied music with Dr. E. Whiting. Becoming a carpenter by trade and working in his father’s construction business, he was also a self-taught musician and composer. Known as a good bass singer, he moved to Chicago, IL, where he first began working in music professionally and built a reputation as a church musician, composing, singing, and leading choral groups. 
In 1864 he moved to New York City, NY, and became a stage conductor. During this time he published many sacred solo and choral pieces, with at least fifteen books of anthems to his credit at his death, including Superior Anthems for Church Choirs in 1892. Also he collaborated in the composition of three operettas which were not very successful. However, his widest reputation was made as the composer of popular ballads.

Probably Danks’s best known melody is the sentimental favorite of days gone by, "Silver Threads Among the Gold," which begins, "Darling, I am growing old," with words by Eben E. Rexford. Published in 1872, it sold more than three million copies, perhaps more than any other song of its day.  "No Night There" was probably produced around 1898 and first appeared in Church Hymns and Gospel Songs, published in New York City by Biglow and Main in 1899, the editors of which were Ira Sankey and James McGranahan, well-known hymn writers in their own right. 
Danks eventually went to Philadelphia, PA, where, having sold the rights to "Silver Threads Among the Gold," he died in poverty at a boarding house on Nov. 20, 1903. After his death, a piece of paper was found on his desk with the words, "It is hard to die alone," scribbled on it. The copyright to "No Night There" later passed to the Hope Publishing Co. of Chicago, IL, who renewed it in 1927.

*taken largely from https://hymnstudiesblog.wordpress.com/2008/09/23/quotno-night-therequot/


