“Crown Him With Many Crowns”


Matthew Bridges was a member of the Oxford Movement (often called “Tractarians”) after following the lead of John Henry Newman. Tractarians were those within the Anglican Church who wanted to see a move within the church body to incorporate more of the traditional Roman Catholic Liturgy in their services. Many Tractarians eventually converted entirely to Roman Catholicism as a result. Bridges was one such Tractarian.

Bridges was born in Essex, England in 1800 and left the Church of England to become Roman Catholic in 1848, just three years after John Henry Newman had taken that course. 

He published two small volumes of hymns, “Hymns of the Heart” (1847) and “The Passion of Jesus” (1852). “Crown him with many crowns” was published in the second edition of Hymns of the Heart in 1851 in six, eight-line stanzas. 

If there was ever a hymn that suited Christ the King Sunday (last Sunday before Advent begins a new Christian Year according to the Roman Calendar), it is this hymn. The original six stanzas mention six crowns: “Crown him . . . the Lamb upon the throne” (stanza one) drawn from Revelation 22:1; “Crown him the Virgin’s Son” (original stanza two); “Crown him the Son of God” (original stanza three); “Crown him the Lord of Love” (original stanza four); “Crown him the Lord of Peace” (original stanza five); and “Crown him the Lord of Years” (original stanza six). 

Hymnology scholar J. R. Watson, notes that, “During the 1870s, objections were made to Bridge’s words, perhaps because of the complex references to the Blessed Virgin Mary.” Godfrey Thring (1823-1903), an Anglican priest, composed a new version and published it in his “Hymns and Sacred Lyrics” (1874). The United Methodist Hymnal, like many others in the Protestant church, combines a stanza of Thring’s text (stanza two) with three from Bridges’ original. 

A good or even a great text does not survive without a stirring tune. “Diademata” (meaning “crowns”) is the tune that was written by Sir George Job Elvey (1816-1893) for this hymn when it was published in the Appendix of “Hymns Ancient and Modern” in 1868. Watson agrees with most when he observes, “[The tune] makes a magnificent setting for the text, march-like and joyful without ever becoming mechanical or strident.” 
Bridges lived his senior years in Canada, and died in Quebec on 6 October 1894 at the age of 94.
*taken largely from https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-crown-him-with-many-crowns 


