“Hiding in Thee” by William O. Cushing


William Orcutt Cushing’s spiritual journey is an intriguing one, to say the least.  He was born in 1823 in Hingham to Unitarian parents. When he was a teenager and started to read The Bible alone, he was convinced to become a follower of the Orthodox Christian school of thought. However, when he was 18, he stated that he felt that God wanted him to become a minister. He began his training in the Unitarian tradition, though through his twenty years of pastoring became more evangelical in his theology, largely due to the influence of evangelists and bible teachers such as Dwight Moody. Though it’s unclear whether Cushing ever formally renounced Unitarianism, it seems likely that his understanding of the Trinity grew over his lifetime, particularly after he began writing gospel hymns. 
While not remaining consistently true to orthodox Christian teaching concerning the Trinity, Cushing practiced Christian principles throughout his life. He once gave all of his life savings of $1,000 (approximately $18,400 in 2013) to a blind girl in order for her to receive an education.
Following the death of his wife Rea in 1870, a creeping paralysis which caused him to lose his voice forced his retirement from the active ministry after 27 years. During this time, he became intensely interested in hymn writing and wrote more than three hundred hymns, cooperating with such gospel musicians as Ira Sankey, Robert Lowry, George Root, and others.
Mr. Cushing has left the following account regarding the writing of “Hiding in Thee”:

It was written at Moravia, New York, in 1876. It must be said of this hymn that it was the outgrowth of many tears, many heart conflicts, and yearnings of which the world can know nothing. The history of many battles is behind it. But the occasion which gave it being was the call of Mr. Sankey. He said, “Send me something new to help me in my gospel work.” A call from such a source, and for such a purpose, seemed to be a call from God. I so regarded it and prayed, “Lord give me something that may glorify Thee.” It was while thus waiting that “Hiding in Thee” pressed to make itself known. Mr. Sankey called forth the tune, and by his genius gave the hymn wings, making it useful in the Master’s work. 

Ira D. Sankey is often called the “father of the gospel song” because he made extensive use of this new type of music in his evangelistic campaigns with Dwight L Moody and he worked hard in widely publishing and distributing gospel songbook collections. One collection alone, Sacred Songs and Solos, is said to have sold more than eighty million copies in the first fifty years following its initial publication. This book is still being published and used today. This collection, as well as a series of publications in which Sankey collaborated with Philip Bliss, and George Stebbins, Gospel Hymns Numbers 1-6, has had an extraordinary influence on evangelical church music to the present time. 

*taken largely from 101 Hymn Stories by Kenneth Osbeck and https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Orcutt_Cushing


